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SUBJECT: TALAMANTE CASE 

1. REPORT OF EMBASSY ACTIONS IN TALAMANTE CASE CONTAINED 
REFTEL HAS BEEN VERY HELPFUL TO DEPARTMENT IN BEING 
RESPONSIVE TO CONSIDERABLE INTEREST THIS CASE HAS AROUSED. 
CONGRESSIONAL OFFICES HAVE BEEN PARTICULARLY APPRECIATIVE 
OF EMBASSY'S REPORT WHICH PERMITS INTERESTED SENATORS AND 
CONGRESSMEN TO REPLY IN AUTHORATIVE TERMS TO INQUIRIES. 
EMBASSY'S REPORT HAS ALSO BEEN PASSED TO FRIENDS OF 

MS. TALAMANTE IN CALIFORNIA. THEY HAVE INFORMED DEPT. OF 
THEIR GRATIFICATION THAT SHE IS WELL. FUNDS ARE BEING 
COLLECTED TO PAY FOR INSTALLATION COSTS OF A TELEPHONE AT 
THE PARENTS' HOME. THE PARENTS HOPE TO BE ABLE TO SPEAK 
WITH THEIR DAUGHTER AT SOME POINT SOON. 

2. ADDITIONAL FUNDS ARE BEING COLLECTED TO PAY FOR A 
DEFENSE ATTORNEY FOR MS. TALAMANTE. HOWEVER, THERE HAS 
BEEN SOME PREOCCUPATION VOICED THAT THE SITUATION IN 
ARGENTINA IS SUCH THAT IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO OBTAIN 
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A COMPETENT LAWYER TO TAKE THE CASE BECAUSE OF HIS FEAR 
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OF REPRISALS. WE WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY COMMENTS ON 
VALIDITY THIS SUPPOSITION. KISSINGER 
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